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looks like a tiered structure. When one stands at the entrance to
the gopuram, one can see the magnificent idol of the moolavar
standing as it were on the top of a small hillock. This madakovil
i.e. tiered structure is a peculiar feature of the temples built by
the Chola king Kochchenganan.
The moolavar is known as Thiru Naraiyur Nambi as also
Srinivasa or Para Vasudeva. He is seen in a standing posture
facing east with only two hands. The Thayar is known as
Vaiyulavalli. She is seen standing along with the moolavar in
the garbagriha itself. Both the Thayar and the Moolavar are
seen in the Thiru kalyana kolam. There are five theerthams
here. The most famous is Mani muktha nadhi theertham.
The others are Aniruddha theertham, Pradhyumna theertham,
Samba theertham and Shankarshana theertham. The sthala
virukshams are vilva maram i.e. Bael tree, arasa maram i.e
peepul tree, Vanjula maram i.e.(Vanjula tree). God is believed to
have appeared in this place in response to the prayers of Medhavi
rishi, Brahma, Vayu, Suiya and the Chola king Kochchenganan.
There are a number of special features associated with this
divya desam. The first rare characteristic is the idol of Pakshi
Raja. Pakshi Raja here is regarded not merely as a vahana. He
is regarded as a deity and pooja is performed to him daily. The
idol of Garuda is located in a separate shrine. It is situated a
little further down from the garbagriha on the northern side of
the Maha mandapam. The sannidhi is about 10.5' square. The
stone idol of Pakshi Raja is said to be of salagramam. It is made
of a single stone nearly 8s high and 5'x5* at the base. A special
sweet known as Amudha kalasam is offered as neivedhyam to
Garuda. This amudha kalasam is a round shaped sweet like the
modakam (kozhukattai) offered to Lord Vinayaka. Garuda here
is therefore known as Modaka Modar. He is considered to be
a great vara prasadhi. As he helped Perumal in searching and
locating Mahalakshmi who had left parama pada earlier due to
a pralaya kalaham, God is believed to have specially rewarded
Garuda in this place by making him very powerful and effective.
The Perumal is taken in a procession twice in a year seated
on this stone Garuda. One is in the month of Margazhi on